
News and Comment About Se New Pkxtjs
Courageous Playwrights Are
Making Middle Aged Heroes

Does Anybody Love a Mature Character and Are the
Dramatists About to Change an Old View?

Some Thoughts on the New Plays.
i

By LAWRENCE REAMER.
OUR theater has always been dominated by the youthful protagonists.

Younger lovers may not in life be the most interesting creatures in
the world, but there is a tradition of the mandarins that they are

Important in the theater. Managers would not therefore give any aid to
dramatists so carefree of public taste as to present them with manuscripts
in which the amorous interest was centered in any others than the flappers
and their sweethearts. Thus were the engrossing situations that might
exist among lovers of an older age excluded from the stage. As a matter
of fact they were for years as strictly inhibited as if some severe censor
had forbidden them.

There was more than the mere conviction that young persona were not
entertained by them. Their elders found the youthful love affairs vastly
mora interesting. They might take some interest in watching the emotional
6kfuggles of their contemporaries, but they were much more entertained

/vj the love affairs of the young. Thus the youthful and the more mature
nade a double audience for the play about youthful hearts as opposed to the
one public that interested itself in the second hand palpitations of the
o!der folk.

Maybe the times have changed, although there is little evidence that
human nature so far as the theater is concerned has altered a bit. At all
nents playwrights are more courageous. There is not the echo of a flap¬
per's voice to be heard in "Fools Errant." Mr. Shipman has kept his quartet
of lovers well out of its teens. Mr. Richman has, on the other hand, made
his love story In the end center about the parents of the possible lovers in
tke opening scene.

When "A Serpent's Tooth" has come to its end and the bounder of
. hero is facing banishment to the Argentine or some other reformatory
for youthful stage rotters, papa and mamma are cannoodling so happily
that only the most unregenerate flapper could deny that the play possessed
a heart interest in its old people, moreover.

?'The Old Soak" is Inventive.
Don Marquis's hero in "The Old Soak" uses the fireplace In what was

probably called the parlor of the family home at B&ycllff as his cache.
There he secretively draws out the bottle when. In the first act of the play
at the Plymouth Theater, one sees him at his favorite relaxation. His
foot involuntarily seeks the railing of the brass fender. Thus he stands
la that attitude of comfort which has been so rudely Interrupted by con¬
stitutional amendment.

Harry Beresford. who so splendidly incarnates the thirsty vagabond,
plays this scene with rich humor, familiarly speaking to his imaginary
companions, exchanging courtesies with the bartender of blessed memory
and dispensing bis hospitalities to his comrades with all the little atten¬
tions that had become established as conventions of the rite.

Once again In the opening act does the audience see this noble drinker
enjoying himself. The home brew contributed by the faithful Al, the for¬
mer barkeeper, has again failed in spite of the persistence with wh<«h ho
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Three Character Play*.
The early disappearance of the lat¬

est attempt to write a play with but;
three characters will probably end
experiments in this form of drama¬
turgy for soma time to come. But
"The Woman Who Laughed" will
have its successors, at least its nu¬
merical successors, since the form in¬
terests playwrights and it undeniably
appeals to managers. If success
should be gained how great will be
the reward? How slight is the out¬
lay for such profits? Edward Locke
learned from "The Climax" how
much worth while such success is1
both to manager and dramatist.
Brarro's "Infidele," which has al¬

ways been the model of this type of
such limited dramatic, materiel, made
Its way over the world. It had been
famous for years when Alia Naximova
acted it here as "Countess Coquette."
Braceo played with his material most
skillfully, lis made this little exer¬
cise in evasion of all but the most
essential characteristics of a drama
dlvortlng for Its own sake. He com¬
pelled a play with only three charac¬
ters to tell its story in a way that ac¬
tually absorbed the spectator*. Now,
was the piece necessarily so brisf as
some of Its successors have been?
Yet nobody stems to have objected
to the brevity of these later pieces.
At their best they remain no more

then a kind of technical tour de force
which quite unnecessarily limits the
means of the playwright. It is not
easy to see why he should confine
himself to so few men and women if
his tale could he better told by a

larger number. As a mere problem
in skill ft may flatter the dramatist
to do it well.
But can It ever be said that he has

done it well, If the public is not en¬
tertained? He may fill all the re¬
quirements of a successful play as he
recognlaes thsm, pst If he bores his
public there has certaltily been no
successful event of the experiment.
It Is like the operation that was en¬
tirely successful although the patient
died. Here the doctor benefited. The
earns may be the fate of the man¬
agers. Yet the puhllc Is fairly cer¬
tain to suffer.
But th*re will be more like the lit-

tie play that lingered such a brief!
period at the Longacre Theater.
Playwrights cannot resist the temp¬
tation. If there had been a little
more derinltetiesa of mood "The
Woman Who Laughed" might have
been lust ss tiresome, but It would
not have been so confusing. At
one minute It seemed as If Mr Locke
was profoundly serious. Yet at an¬
other he did not hesitate to Indulge
in the vulgarity of a vheeee about
hips and lips.

AT TNK SUBURB** PARKS.
starlight Amusement Park wilt have

Ita Ma oil Oras Carnival one week
earlier than that arranged for Coney
Island, t s Starlight celebration be¬
ginning to-morrow and continuing until
the next Sunday.

Lum. Park Is sntsrlng on Ita last
stages of seasonal gayety, with tha
nhutes, the circus nnd other attraction*
In full swing.

Palisades Park continues to be sn
agreeable pleasure spot on the New
Jersey shore, with Its swift tide*. Ita
tree flreworka display and Its inland
sea.

Arrangements are being made at
Steeplechase for the entsrtainmant of
the Ring and queen during the week of
the Mgrdi area A throne of Jkweia |i
being greeted over the indoor pool.

MISS REMV CARPEW
TO APPEAR IN
¦"The PLOT *

THICKENSib'
BOOTH J* -*

viiss
MADELINE ^
CrREx in "SUE.DEAR,"
TIMES SQUARE THEATER

Brooklyn Theaters
Start the Season

The Majestic Theater's season will be¬
gin to-morrow with a special Labor
Dav matinee, when A. H- Woods will
present the melodramatic comedy
"Lawful Lar««nv." Lowell Sherman
will be seen in his origins! role, and in
his support will be Miss Edna Goodrich,
Mtsa Belle Bennett and others.

Louis F. Werba. manager and lessee,
announces that the Montauk Theater
will reopen Monday. September 11. with
.'lllx Cylinder Love." A largo number of
the t resent year's hits will be seen In
tlie mar future and the policy of glv-
lng high class attractions at popular
prices will be continued.

"Cp the Ladder." a comedy by Owen
Davis, which William A. Brady pre¬
sented at the Playhouse last season,
will come to Teller'e Khubert Theater
with a matinee tolmorrow. Miss Doris
Kenyon remains in the leading role.

The Labor Day week program at the
New Brighton will be headed by Mies
Kitty Doner In her "League of Bong
Steps." with Bister Rose and Brother
Tod. Others will be Jimmy Lucas.
Jame.) Doyle and Mies Evelyn Cava-
naugh. Davis and Darnell and Dotson.

Lionel Atwlll will be the beadltner «t
the Orpheum. Others will be Mis# Patrl-
cola. "The Word# and Music Makers."Crawford and Broderlck and Bronaon
and Edwards.

NEW Bl'RLEIgt^l COMING.
A n#w burlesque in two acts and

seven eecnee called "Keep Bmlllng"
will be given at the Columbia Theater
this week. Its producer. James E.
Cooper. Is a pioneer In the Meld of
advanced burlesque. The company is
headed by Bert Laur. eccentric come¬dian. who le assisted by Barry Melton,Ltlllar Rockley, Babe La Fay and Em¬ily Dyer.
The regular season at fho Olympicwill span on Labor Day with a mati¬

nee. The attraction for the week will
be "Smile# and KlSaee." a burlesquerevue In two acts and seven scenes.The caat includes Fred Binder. JackArmsby and Marlon Morrle.

Eight Pretty Girls From Some of the Many New Plays and One Mere Man
-

V
MISS IMOSENE WILSON

in "OAFFy DILL'.'.,. APOLLO

Palm Beach Winter
Visitors in Film

Winter visitors at Palm Beach appear
frequently in the backgrounds of the
new Irene Castle production, "Burn
Shoulders." which comes to the Capitol.

All of the exteriors were made In and
nrOund the resort with the exception of
a few In New York streets. The studio
scenes were made In the Tllford studios
Irt New York, but the majority of the
scenes are Palm Beach scenes.

Mrs. Castle and her company spent
nearly six weeks In Florida while the
picture wis being made and on every
clear day hundreds of visitors at the
famous resort carefully followed each
detail of the picture making. Tn this
way Director Alan froslnnd was enabled
to gat some very realistic backgrounds
for some of the scenes and On two occa¬
sions he used visitors instead of "ex¬
tras" for the crowd scenes.

TO TOLLOW "TUB BAT."
W|f.h ths closing Of "The Bat," after

a run of two yesra and ten days, the
Morocco Theater will remain dark for
one week to permit necessary repairs.
It reopens September It, When Wagen-
hale A Kemper present Avery Hop-
wood's new Comedy, ' Why Men Leave
Home."

Calendar of First Performances
MONDAY.

GEORGE M. COHAN THEATER."The Endless Chain," ft play
by James Forbes, with Mlas Margaret Lawrence, will he A. L. Er«
lahger'a Inlllftl presentation of thp season. The three aote ar» laid In a
fMhtonable New York hotel. Other* In tita company are MIm Olive
May. MIm Martha Mayo, Kenneth MaeKenna an.I Kenneth Hunter.

KLAW'l'HKATER."Hunky Dory," a comedy of Scottish charac¬
ters by Mabdonald Wataon. will be Mafe Klaw's first production of the
season. The author Is also the principal comedian, and he Is sup*
ported by the original cast from London, including Miss Nell Barker,
Miss BtSlia Campbell. Francs* noes Campbell and Waiter Roy.

CABlNO THEATER "Bally, Irene and Mary" will be presented
by the Rhuberte, with a cast headed by Eddie Dowllng. who wrote the
book with Cyrus Wood. The music le by J. Fred Coots, with lyrics by
Raymond Kinase. Misses Jean Brown, Kitty Flynn and Edna Morn
play the titular roles.

TUEBDAY.
BOOTH THEATER.Brock Pemberton will present "The Plot

Thickens," a enmedy from the Italian of Lulgl Barainl and Arnaldn
FraCcaroll, adapted by Thomas Beer. The leading roles will be played
by Edwin Nieander, MIM ttemy Carpen and Halite Wfelford.

WEDNESDAY.
BROaOHcRBT THEATER--"Wild Oats Lane." the first play by

George Broadhurst In several years, will be presented by the author-
manager. It Is based on Gerald Beaumont's story, "The Gambling
Chaplain." Meetyn Arbuckle is featured, and other players are Miss
Marlon Coakiey, Richard Barbae and Douglas Wood.

AdACLVN KRBUCKLE"WILD OATS LXNtV
BROADHURST

Did You Hear?
How A1 Jolion Aided a Friend

in Need.Other Stajre
Stories.

Or LUCIEI ( I.EVES.
IF you ask Al .lotson about the

story he will deny It outright
Or murmur something unlntelltfl

hi* and move away so soon as he gets
a chance. He will have nothing to say
en the subject, although those who are
nearest to him In a business way
know that the story Is true. If you
ask Georgo White, on the other hand,
he will he enthusiastically frank about
the matter.

"It la perfectly true that Mr. Jolann
has barked me In my 'Scandals' this
year. He made It possible for me to
carry on the season at the Globe
Theater He came to my assistance
when T was In need of money and 1
want the world tn know it."
Probably this la the first time In

theatrical history that one comedian
has so generously coma to the aid of
another. OOOrf* White In the effort
last season lo carry a large company
and an elaborate production over the
country In the present state of prices
had his troubles. Put he might have
worried over them less thsn he did If
he had realised that there was going
to be anybody like Al Jolson on the
epot to help hlmaoiit when he Arrived
In New York and set about the teak of
organising a "Hcandil" for the pres-
out season.

It Is not without Its eloquence In
considering Mr. .Toieon's generosity to
a colleague that the two comedians
are or opposite sides of the fence In
the theatrical lineup Mr. Jolson Is
one of the foremost if not the most
popular of the Rhuhert Stars, whereas
Mr. White "books" with what sur¬
vives of the so called syndicate.

Mr. Jolson not only earns one of
the largeet incomes that goes to any
state performer, hut h« ie almost la-
variably successful on the tuff, whore
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Mtdred the drama through
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ri. Ah profession, as he was man-

.ger of a moving picture theatre. A. H
Weeds engaged him Drat for the stage
and he la now established on a busy
if more or leta gloomy career.

Hitebed to a Star.
It waa several year# ago that a well

known English aetor came to thla coun-!
try. He waa highly popular abroad and
nobody doubted that ha would be equally
likad hare. HI# wife acted, In the ortho¬
dox British manner, the leading roles
with her husband. She waa quaintly
and moat dtsheartenlngly homely. The
hippopotamus that th# lady found so

ZZ- ,"*. th« *M on tH« handker-
chlaf box In comparison with her. She
waa a museum place. Indeed. In unre-
lleved ugliness, tet In one of her hue-

.PU?f #h* to*4 «. «*»i »«to a
brook Ilk# Mareissus and modestly mur¬
mur how beautiful she wde ,

That was more than the American
managers could stand The public had
drawn Out before they did. The actor

,.l"^rt|Jr ."<> highly praised. But
nla wife was too much for an American

.The managers suggested
with all possible delicacy that the Amer-
tear* toUr could not bo continued unless
thef# were another leading lady. Met'
ev*r popular she might be in London
and Stoka Bogls It did not seem prob-
able that Mrs. Htaf would ever enjoy
the same following here.
Of course the actor flared up and

then and there packed his boxes and
hiked it overseas «. spoke there With
the greatest eloquence of the insul*
which he had received from those Amef-
Icen barbarians who had dared sug¬
gest that another leading actress might
he a greater favorite In this country.
The actor never returned. Both he
and hit wife are atlll popular in Hng-
land.
How there seems likely to he a repe¬

tition Of this Incident. A tragedian who
like ail actors who play Shakespeare
needs the aid and comfort of a flntnCIal
supporter In the background, is said

cun««*»pl*tlng a yyar of retire¬
ment to Hollywood to exhibit his talents

to?/0'** **m#ra. He had planned to

Mv£.*" this yea-
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bltlon to act all the notcdhea of Shake-
spear* which the could not under any
possible circumstances sver have done
but for the fact that she was the wife

his nma/m/'.a ft f'1"''* to
. the eftd that she secured

the importance she desired.
But th# moneyed mgn.well, he was

hot so wining. H« didn't fee an>
reason why the man should pay, pay.
pay. .Ho h# withdrew, fhsv are aald

fflf .f ,* hla tour;
yet It la by ita means certain

JAfca cart's Bow Theater.
John Oort has as altered the theater

hitherto knowk at the sitty-thfrd Mtreat
that it Will Scarcely bo recognised by
the public which goes td welcome Miss
Josephine Victor there on September f7
In B iden Payne's play "Dolly Jordan "

Thar# will not Only he a new stag#
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be a costume drama.the first of the
present seaaoh.
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tJT\SJS!t02,3! I"*. Nora Bayes the#-
h#f|)riA With A I#nhf>r hiy

wheg John cwmwan. inc., present#
¦1UH Mid#. tv#at fide." This play
formerly known as "Manhattan," will

Playhdu## td tha Kara Bay##. Th# ca#t
win remain praotlcally th# sama,
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Youthful
Autumn

Clothes for the college miss
and youthful clothes for the
mother.
The new Fall and Winter

productions of Abercrombie &
Fitch are in readiness.
Autumn's breath capturedin tweeds of sturdy refinement

and town-and-country fabrics
from the looms of England and
Scotland.
Complete college and board¬

ing-school outfits for young
ladies, from hats to boots.

Abercrombie& Fitch
Clothes for Men

English equestrian checks
and plaids for riding breeches;
sporting waistcoats, jackets
and topcoats.exclusive pat¬
terns, many of them woven to
order.
Autumn golf and town-and-

country suits and coats.
scarfs of newly arrived Eng¬
lish sporting silks.

Scotch golf hose and socks,
all wool or wool-and-silk mix¬
tures.the largest assortment
of sporting haberdashery in
America.
Shoes for every outfit.
Everything needed for the

Fall hunting trip.

For Fall Winds and
Bright, Crisp Days

Women's topcoats, sport
coats and storm coats.per¬
fectly attuned to the smart¬
ness of the season. Sport and
country suits and dresses for
women .tailored town suits.
Women's riding, golf, motor

and travel clothes.sweaters,
jackets and scarfs.with the
ideal hat, cap, shirt, hosiery
and boot for every outdoor
outfit.

Writ* for frm< Sankltl
SfOrlnO Wnmrnt Fall at
Win for On flicor Ctathrt

flbercrombie
icFitch Co

EZRA H. FITCH, President
Madison Avenue and 45th Street

New York
"Where the Mated Trail
Crosses the Boulevard"


